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SUBJECT: SECURITY COMMITMENT TO GREECE: COMMENT BY BITSIOS 

1. AT ONE POINT DURING A CONVERSATION HE WAS HAVING WITH 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN ON OTHER MATTERS YESTERDAY, 
FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS REFERRED TO GREECE’S CURRENT SECURITY 
TIES. BITSIOS SAID - IN THE GENERAL CONTEXT OF THE 
POSSIBILITY OF HOSTILITIES WITH TURKEY - THAT IT APPEARED 
TO HIM THAT GREECE WOULD HAVE TO FACE SUCH AN EVENTUALITY 
ALONE. HE SAID, APPARENTLY HOPING BUT NOT REALLY EXPECTING 
THAT HARTMAN MIGHT CONTRADICT HIM, 

THAT GREECE DID NOT HAVE ANY "DIRECT SECURITY COMMITMENT" 
FROM THE US. BITSIOS ALSO DENIGRATED THE INTRINSIC WORTH 
OF EXISTING NATO SECURITY GUARANTEES, SAYING THAT 
A VETO FROM ANY GOVERNMENT - FOR EXAMPLE, HE SAID, A 
MINISTER IN THE DANISH GOVERNMENT - COULD EFFECTIVELY 
FRUSTRATE ANY NATO COMMITMENT TO GREECE'S SECURITY AND 
DEFENSE. 
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